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NEBRASKA

Good Life. Great Mission.

DEPT. OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES Pete Ricketts, Governor

April 30, 2017

Patrick O'Donnell, Clerk of the Legislature
State Capitol, Room 2018

P.O. Box 94604

Lincoln, NE 68509

Dear Mr. O'Donnell;

Nebraska Revised Statutes § 81-3133(1)(b) requires the Department of Health and Human Services,
Division of Children and Family Services to report in writing beginning with the third calendar quarter of
2012 on its expenditures for each quarter and the outcomes related to such expenditures within 30 days
after the quarter to the Appropriations and Health and Human Services committees. Pursuant to this law,

we are submitting our report of these expenditures and related outcomes for the quarter beginning January
1, 2017 through March 31, 2017.

Additionally, the statute requires that the report shall identify any changes or movement of funds between
subprograms in excess of $250,000 relating to child welfare in Budget Program 347 or Budget Program
354. Beginning July 1, 2012, child welfare funds were transferred from Budget Program 347 to Budget
Program 354. In February 2017, with the passage of LB 22, the Budget Program 354 Child Welfare Aid
was changed through an adjusted appropriation of $7,803,559 in General Funds for SFY 2016-17 to finance
increased costs experienced by Nebraska Families Collaborative (NFC) due to serving more Eastern
Service Area youth than anticipated when the SFY 2016-17 contract was signed. There are no other
changes or movement of funds between subprograms related to child welfare in Budget Program 354 to
report this quarter.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Respectfully,

Z

Douglas J. Weipberg, Director
Division of Children and Family Services
Department of Health and Human Services

Attachments







REPORT TO: Appropriations & Health and Human Services Committees
REPORT DATE: April 30, 2017
STATUTE: 81-3133 (1)(b}

CONTACT PERSON: Doug Kreifels, CFS Division Financial Officer, 402-471-3379

General Information

Nebraska Revised Statutes § 81-3133(1}(b): “Beginning with the third calendar quarter of 2012,
the division shall report electronically its expenditures for each quarter and the outcomes
relating to such expenditures within thirty days after the end of the quarter to the
Appropriations Committee of the Legislature and the Health and Human Services Committee of
the Legislature. Such report shall identify any changes or movement of funds in excess of two
hundred fifty thousand dollars relating to child welfare between subprograms within Budget
Program 347 and Budget Program 354.”

In 2012, Budget Program 354 was established for child welfare.

» Attachment A provides the CFS child welfare expenditures for the period of January 1,
2017 through March 31, 2017.

s Attachments B-1 through B-6 report cutcomes relating to expenditures for the period of
January 1, 2017 through March 31, 2017.

Progress Summary
This is the expenditure and outcomes report required by 81-3133(1)(b). The next report as
required by Neb. Rev. Stat. § 81-3133(1)(b) will be provided by July 30, 2017,

Outcomes reported are from COMPASS (Children’s Outcomes Measured in Protection and
Safety Statistics). These measures reflect federal performance measures that DHHS is held
accountable for by the federal Administration for Children and Families.

On-going updates of the COMPASS measures are posted on the Department website at
http://dhhs.ne.gov/children family services/Pages/performancegauges.aspx. Each outcome
report identifies the outcome measurement, provides a brief description of the measurement,
provides numerical data by month for the State and each of the DHHS Service Areas and
provides the federal outcome measurement target. Each outcome report also provides a graph
to depict data over time. Measurement definitions and definitions of composite scores are
provided as part of Attachment B.







DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
Attachment A - Expenditures
January 2017 through March 2017 Child Welfare Expenditures

January 2017
through March 2017
Expenditures

PROGRAM 354

CHILD WELFARE AID

16 Predisposition Detention (program 316) $ -
GF $ -

17 Post-Adoption Guardianship $ 095,924.94
GF

18 Protection & Safety (program 039) $ 526,499.02
GF

30 IV-E Foster Care $ 1,742,772.38
GF $ 608,541.74
CF 5 53,041.74
FF $ 1,081,188.90

31 1IV-E Adoption Assistance $ 7,378,703.19
GF $ 3,554,297.06
FF $ 3,824 406.13

32 IV-E Guardianship $ 68,149.32
GF $ 33,173.64
FF $ 34,875.68

34 Subsidized Adoption $ 2,025,050.29
GF

35 Domestic Viclence Program $ 736,621.91
GF $ 390,738.22
FF $ 345 883.69

36 Education Assistance for State Wards $ 4,213,813.65
GF

48 Child Welfare $ 34,998,200.16
GF $ 33,169,202.26
CF $ 630,669.25
FF $ 1,198 428 65

52 Adoption & Safe Families $ 29,156.19
FF

61 OJS Transitions LB561 $ 20,325.14
GF $ 20,325.14
FF

Child Welfare Total $ 51,835,214.19
GF 3 44,637,565.96
CF 3 683,610.99
FF $ 6,514,037.24

GF: General Funds
CF: Cash Funds
FF: Federal! Funds







Attachment B

COMPASS Measure Definitions

Measure

|| Definition

Absence of Maltreatment
Recurrence

Of all children who were victims of abuse or neglect during the
first six months of the reporting year, the percent that were not
victims of another maltreatment within a six-month period.

Absence of Maltreatment -
of __(_.Ih.l_ldre_n____tn.___: :"--S.--"‘...r.--::.a.“-‘?;. : parent or faclllty staff member.

Jlof all chddren who were in. foster care durmg the reportlng year '

[[the percent that were not wct.rms of maltreatment by a foster

Reunification Composite

The Reunification Composite looks at timeliness and permanency
of reunifications. The Reunification Composite includes four
measures: Reunification in Less Than 12 Months, Median Time to
Reunification, Entry Cohort Reunification in Less Than 12 Months,
and Permanence of Reunification.

12 Months S

bt For the reportmg year, of all chlldren dlscharged from foster care -
oy to reunification who had been in. foster. care for elght days or.. i
: Ionger, the percent that met elther of the follow:ng criteria: (1)
Reumﬁcatton in Less Than
o iatest removal from the home or (2) the chlld was placed ina trial
a8 home VISIt WIthm 11 months of the date of the Iatest removal and
- |lthe child's last placement prlor to dlscharge to reunlflcatlon was
~lthe trial home visit. e e

Jithe chlld was reumfled m Iess than 12 months from the date of the

Median Time to
Reunification

For the reporting year, of all chlldren discharged from foster care
to reunification who had been in foster care for eight days or
longer, the median length of stay in months from the date of the
most recent entry into foster care until either of the following: (1)
the date of discharge to reunification; or (2) the date of placement
in a trial home visit that exceeded 30 days and was the last
placement setting prior to discharge to reunification.

o For the prlor reportlng year of all chlidren entermg foster care in -

“|ithe second six months of the year who remamed in foster care for
RIREE TS elght days or. Eonger the percent who met e[ther ofthe followmg

Entry Cohort Reumfacatlon B

in, Less Than 12 Months L

. “lhome visitin less than 11" months from the date of entry into - _

: foster care and the trlal home visit was the Iast placement settmg
“llprior to discharge to reunification. = : S '

criteria: (1) the chlld was reunzf;ed in Eess than. 12 months from the
date of entry into foster care, or (2) the child ‘was placed ina tr!al

Permanence of
Reunification

Of all children discharged from foster care to reunification in the
year prior to the reporting year, the percent that re-entered foster
care in less than 12 months from discharge from a prior episode. A
lower score is preferable.

Adoption Composite

o The. Adoptlon CompOSIte lS concerned wrth the tlmelmess of
adoptions and mcludes the followmg five | measures Adoptlon m

~|Less Than 24 Months, Median Time to Adoptlon “Children in Care




COMPASS Measure Definitions

|

Definition

Measure

' for 17 Months or Longer Who Are Adopted by the End of the Year

Adoptlon wrthm SIX Months and Chi[dren Who Are Legaily Free

o for Adoption Who Are Adopted within 12 Months..

Adoption in Less Than 24
Months

For the reporting year, of all children who were discharged from
foster care to a finalized adoption during the year, the percent
that were discharged in less than 24 months from the date of the
latest removal from the home.

Median Time to Adoption -

Forthe reportlng year of all chlldren who were dlscharged from B
foster care. toa flnailzed adoptlon, the medlan Iength of stay in:

foster care (m months) from the date of removal from the home
Iito the date of discharge to adoptlon '

Children in Care for 17
Months or Longer Who are
Adopted by the £nd of the
Year

For the reporting year, of all children in foster care on the first day
of the year who were in foster care for 17 continuous months or
longer, the percent that was discharged from foster care to a
finalized adoption before the end of the fiscal year.

Chlldren m Care for 17
Months or Longer Who Are

Legaﬂy Free for Adoptzon _'

within Six Months

For the reportmg year “of all. chzldren in: foster care on the fzrst day
of the year ‘who were in foster care for 17 contlnuous months or
ionger the percent that became Eegally free for adopt;on W|th1n

|lsix months from the beginning of the reporting year:

Children Who Are Legally
Free for Adoption Who Are

Of all children who became legally free for adoption in the prior
reporting year, the percent that was discharged from foster care
to a finalized adoption in less than 12 months.

Adopted within 12 Manths

f’_‘??ma_r‘.er?f_" Compos:te B Free for Adoptlon and Chlldren Emanapated Who Were in Foster

. Ex:ts to. Permanency PrJor to the Child's 18th Blrthday for Children

m Care for 24 Months or IVIore, Exits to Permanency for Chl!dren :

ks Care for Three Years or More.

Exits to Permanency Prior
to the Child's 18th Birthday
for Children in Care for 24
Months or More

Of all children in foster care for 24 months or longer on the first
day of the reporting year shown, the percent that were discharged
to a permanent home prior to their 18th birthday and by the end
of the reporting year. A permanent home is defined as having a
discharge reason of adoption, guardianship or reunification.

o of alf chlldren who were dlscharged from foster care ln the year

Exits to Permanency for
Children Free for Adoption

shown and who were Iega[ly free for adoptlon at time. of

dlscharge (there was a parentaE rlghts termmatlon date reported |
to AFCARS for both mother and father) the percent that were
dlscharged to: a permanent home prior to their 18th btrthday A

permanent home is: defmed as havmg a dlscharge reason of
- lladoption, guardianshsp, or reunification. Sl

Children Emancipated Who
Were in Foster Care for
Three Years or More

Of all children who during the year shown, either {1} were
discharged from foster care prior to age 18 with a discharge
reason of emancipation, or (2) reached their 18th birthday while




COMPASS Measure Definitions

Measure

Definition

in foster care, the percent that were in foster care for three years
or longer. A lower score is preferable.

Placement Stability
Composite -

Two or Fewer Placement Settings for Children in Care for Less
Than 12 Months, Two or Fewer Placement Settings for Children in
Care for 12 to 24 Months, and Two or Fewer Placement Settings
for Children in Care for More Than 24 Months. '

Two or Fewer Placement
Settings for Children in Care
for Less Than 12 Months

Of ali children served in foster care during the 12-month target
period that were in foster care for at least eight days but less than
12 months, the percent that had two or fewer placement settings.

Two or Fewer Placement
Settings for Children in Care
for 12 to 24 Months

Of all children served in foster care during the 12-month target
period that were in foster care for at least 12 months but less than
24 months, the percent that had two or fewer placement settings.

Two or Fewer Placement
Settings for Children in Care
for 24 Months or More

Of all children served in foster care during the 12-month target
period that were in foster care for at least 24 months, the percent
that had two or fewer placement settfings.
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Attachment B-2

NEBRASKA "
i e mamﬁz_m.owm Absence of Maltreatment in Foster Care
DEPT. OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES nogv>mm Z—mmmcqm woc:n N
100.0%  Target = 99.68%
99.5% -
B Oct-16
99.0% -
B Nov-16
I Dec-16
98.5% 1 m— jan-17
B Feb-17
98.0% - s Mar-17
—Target
97.5% -
97.0% -
Eastern Southeast Central Northern Woestern State
Absence of Maltreatment in Foster Care

This is a federal measure that reports on a rolling 12-month period. Data Source: N-FOCUS COMPASS-State Wards. This measure is of all children who are
placed outside of their parental home either in a foster home or group care, and the percent that were not abused or neglected by either a foster parent or a
facility staff member.




‘uoinaLfiunay o a3uUaUDUWISY pUD ‘SYIUOIA ZT

upYy| SSI7 Ul U0IDIIUNaY LoyoD A1Qug ‘UonpoIflunay 03 3wl UDIPIW ‘SYIUCW ZT UDLYL SSIT Ul UOIIDIIUNay :Sainspaw Inof sapnjaur a3isodwod uonpaLfiunay
ayy -awil fo pouad 2ifioads b 4310 JuaUDWIAd SDM UOIIDILIUN3S 3Y] J13Y1aYM PUD UOIIDILIUNa. JO SSaUIfaLUIl 3y SaINSDaLU 33/sodwio) uonpafiunay ay
"poliad yauow-gT Builfos b Uo s1i0das 1py] a11Ss0dw0d [0J3paf D SI SIYL "SPIDM 23DIS -SSYAINOD SNI04-N :924n0S 0Ibg "24nSpau 33/s0dwod 1043p3af b st siy ]

uonedljiunNay Jo Adusuewlad pue ssauljpwi]
olels UJalSsapp Em:toz _m.ﬁcwu ”_.mmwcw:_um uJaslsed
- 0
- 02
)= 0] [p—
- 0F
LT-1B|N
FARERR . 09
LT-uer
91-09(Q - 08
9T-AON mmmm
9T-1°0 - 00T
ozt
9°¢eT =18due]
' — 0T

Z PUnoy aJnseaj SSYAINOD s
uonedIUNaY o Adusuewnad 1 sssuljawi] e

£-9 UaWyYdeY



Attachment B-4

NEBRASKA | . . .
_mooa Life. Great Mission. | Timeliness of >n—0_u.n_05

e —— COMPASS Measure Round 2

250

Target = 106.4

200

150

100

50

Eastern Southeast Central Northern Western

Timeliness of Adoption

for Adoption within 6 Months, and Children Who Are Legally Free for Adoption Who Are Adopted within 12 Months.

I Oct-16
B Nov-16
I Dec-16
B Jan-17
B Feb-17
e Mar-17

—Target

This is a federal composite measure: Data Source: N-FOCUS COMPASS- State Wards. This is a federal measure that reports on a rolling 12-month period. The
Adoption Composite measures the timeliness of adoptions and includes the following five measures: Adoption in Less Than 24 Months, Median Time to
Adoption, Children in Care for 17 Months or Longer Who Are Adopted by the End of the Year, Children in Care for 17 Months or Longer Who Are Legally Free
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Attachment B-6

125

NEBRASKA
Good Life. Great Mission.

DEPT. OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

Placement Stability
COMPASS Measure Round 2

115

1200 e——

Target = 101.5

110

105

100

95

90

Eastern

Southeast

Central Northern

Placement Stability

I Oct-16

m Nov-16
B Dec-16
. Jan-17

m Feb-17
= Mar-17

w—Target

Western

This is the federal composite measure on Placement Stability. This is a federal measure that reports on a rolling 12-month period. Data Source: N-FOCUS
COMPASS-State Wards. The national standard is 2 or fewer placements over specific periods of time. Placements are not counted for children who experience
a brief hospitalization or for children who are on runaway status.




